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popular?    The thing was charming with all his
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merciless masterpiece. ...    It is sri:
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to reflect that this superb little composition,
the shortest of his novels, but perhaps the
loveliest, was planned from the first as an
4 *ad venture-story" on approved lines. It was
the way they all did the adventure-story that
he tried most dauntlessly to emulate. I wonder
howr many readers ever divined to which of their
bookshelves The Hidden Heart was so exclu-
sively addressed. ... As soon as I read the
deep and delicate thing I knew, as I had known
in each case before, exactly how well it would
do.5

Looking back at it to-day, I find nothing to
add to this. The Return certainly is the most
broadly human and the most simply written
of the de la Mare romances: it is likewise the
most intimate. But its very intimacy is in-
compatible with popularity: its appeal is not
universal; it is not addressed to the masses; it
does not contain general ideas or an approved
point of view. It has been called fantastic,
but it is not fantastic: it has been called morbid,
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